
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH        1300-1500 AD 

SESSIOIN VI:   THE UNMAKING OF CHRISTENDOM UP TO PROTESTANTISM 

 

OPENING STATEMENT 

No more than one hundred years had passed since the apex of Christianity in the 1200's 

when the Church began its descent into demoralizing lows. 

 

FACTORS WITHIN THE CHURCH 

 

CORRUPTION. Since the Fall of the Empire, Church leaders had become more involved 

in civil administration of their domain. Many became more concerned with worldly 

power instead of salvation of souls. Examples follow: 

 

SIMONY. (The selling of Church Offices). Roman Curia (leadership) needed great 

amounts of money to maintain their lavish lifestyles. They corrupted the Faith by selling 

Offices to the highest bidder. 

 

NEPOTISM. Once a family bought Church Offices they kept them in the family. A 

documented case in Geneva shows a child of eight being appointed Bishop. These 

Bishops were generally hedonistic pleasure seekers who did much damage to the Church. 

Many readily switched to the Protestants when it became convenient. 

Worst examples of nepotism: Borgia Family with 4 Popes and Medici family with 3 

Popes. 

 

MORAL DECLINE OF PAPACY. While the Borgias were the worst offenders, 

 (Alexander VI, 1492-1503 admitted to multiple affairs and children out of wedlock) 

There were other errors on part of the Popes. Chief among them was neglect of spiritual 

matters to protect real estate holdings. 

 

THE POPES IN AVIGNON. In Popes' struggle with monarchs, Rome became a 

dangerous place to live in, and from 1305 to 1378, showing remarkable lack of courage, 

six Popes set residence in Avignon. A chief player in this was French king Philip IV also 

called Philip The Fair.Through blackmail and propaganda convinced Clement V to move 

to Avignon in 1305. Finally, at the urging of St Catherine of Siena (1347-1380), Pope 

Gregory XI returned to Rome in 1378.  

 

POPES AND ANTIPOPES. The Avignon disgrace greatly damaged the Papacy, but 

more was to come. In 1378 the Cardinals elected Urban VI, who turned out to be a despot 

of the first kind. The Cardinals, in no mood to suffer him, mounted a smear campaign 

against him and did the unthinkable. They declared his election invalid and elected a rival 

Pope (Antipope Clement VII). Matters only deteriorated from there. Once elected, 

Pontiffs were unwilling to cede their post. In 1409 there were three rival Pontiffs. Finally, 

order was restored in 1417, but even greater damage to the Papacy had been done. 


