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HISTORY OF THE CHURCH         SESSION VII   1500-1550 AD 

THE PROTESTANT REVOLT (REFORMATION) 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE AND THE AMERICAS 

 

WHAT IS THE REFORMATION? 

 

-The separation of Protestants from the Church in the 16th Century 

-Began by Augustinian monk Martin Luther in 1517 over abuse of  

 indulgences (indulgences were sold to build St Peter's Basilica) 

 

WHAT ARE INDULGENCES? 

 

-Because God is a God of Mercy and a God of Justice,  

-Any sin is a trespass that requires restitution (if I break your glasses, I should reimburse    

 you even after you forgive me) 

-The restitution of sin will be completed in this world or in the world to come (Purgatory) 

-The Church has God given authority to mitigate the punishment due to forgiven sin          

(by prayer, works of mercy, etc. that is why we're given penance after confession) 

-An indulgence is the partial or total (plenary) remission of punishment from sin that has  

 been forgiven 

 

MARTIN LUTHER 

 

-Correctly protested against selling of indulgences 

-But he also wanted to be sure of his salvation 

-After studying Romans, he became convinced that only Faith matters, good works do not 

-after the Church condemned his teaching, he broke from the Church. Through  

 dissemination of his ideas by the printed press, he convinced many that he was right and 

 the Protestant Revolt was born 

-He developed a theology of Faith Alone and Scripture Alone is all we need for salvation 

-He dumped all the Sacraments except Baptism and the Eucharist, but denied the         

 sacrificial nature of the Mass. This led the way for other reformers to eliminate the  

 Eucharist from worship services altogether 

 

JOHN CALVIN AND REFORMED PROTESTANTISM (CALVINISM) 

 

-He operated in Geneva 

-He developed a complete alternative system to the Catholic Faith 

-Though he professed great love for the Eucharist, in practice he kept only Baptism 

-It was his system that became most influential. It was given the name Reformed 

- Most evangelical services, though not called Reformed, follow his pattern where the 

 preacher is the most important person in the service because of his knowledge of 

Scripture. (As an aside, the Puritans were Reformed. Now they are called Presbyterians) 

 



 

 

 

THE REFORMATION CONTINUED  ( PAGE TWO) 

 

HENRY VIII AND "THE MIDDLE WAY" 

 

-He loved the Catholic Church, but wanted an annulment from Catherine of Aragon 

-Pope Clement VII denied him, so Henry broke off from the Church and married  

 Anne Boleyn in 1533. He proclaimed himself Head of the Church of England 

-Because his professed love for our Faith, he chose "The Middle Way", keeping 

  the outward appearance of Catholicism, but with Protestant insertions like  

  no sacrifice in the Mass. His church survives as the Anglican Church and Episcopalians 

-That is why Episcopalian services are so similar to ours, but without The Sacrifice 

 

FIVE PRINCIPAL REASONS WHY THE REFORMATION WAS SUCCESSFUL 

 

-Corruption at the highest levels (covered last week) 

-Invention of the Printing Press (allowed wide dissemination of ideas) 

-Greed (many became obscenely wealthy from looting of Church property) 

-Theology (our Faith is comprehensive, therefore complicated. The Protestant faith was 

 greatly simplified…You only need Faith, doing good works is optional) 

-The empowerment of choice (individuals would no longer be subject to Church rules) 

 

OUTCOME OF THE PROTESTANT REVOLUTION 

 

-Though initially very successful (in 1600 one half of Europe was Protestant) 

-But a hundred years after that, in 1700 only twenty percent was Protestant 

-The Counter Reformation, with amazing saints like Ignatius of Loyola, Teresa of Avila 

 John of the Cross, Charles Borromeo and Francis de Sales among many more had  

 brought a great many back to the Faith. Then add the Americas and the Philippines. 

 

OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

 

-Appeared to Juan Diego in 1531 (when Henry VIII was severing ties with the Church) 

-For 40 yrs the Spaniards had failed to gain significant number of conversions 

-Within 10 years of appearing, 9 million natives were baptized into the Church 

- TO THE NATIVES: 

-She overshadowed their sun-god (she was obviously greater) 

-She stood over a black moon, which to Aztecs was the symbol of Mexico 

-The cross on her neck showed she belongs to the Spaniard God 

-Her prayerful pose indicates she is not a goddess, but she is obviously Royal 

-The tilma is made of maguey plant. It normally lasts 20-40 yrs before falling apart 

-The image is now nearly 500 yrs old and still fresh. No explanation can be given 

-Our Lady's eyes reflect like those of a person instead of a painting 

-2500x magnification of the eyes reveals images consistent with those at the unveiling 



-In 1921 a bomb planted under the tilma exploded, shattering marble, and as if the Lord  

 was protecting His mother, the crucifix by the image was bent, but Our Lady was left   

 intact. Even the glass covering the image was not broken 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        

 

 


