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FACTORS OUTSIDE THE CHURCH 

 

THE GREAT PLAGUE OF 1347. Also called the Black Plague or Bubonic Plague 

It decimated all segments of the population, including the Clergy and Monasteries. 

Conservative estimates claim up to 1/3 or more of Europeans died. With so many dead, 

anarchy was rampant everywhere, including members of the Church. Anarchy led to 

great lapses in morality in all walks of life. The most famous example was the rise of the 

Flagellants, who would whip themselves into a frenzy. They traveled from town to town. 

They would not subject themselves to any authority and greatly influenced gullible folks. 

 

RISE OF NATIONALISM. May seem normal now but unheard of back then. 

Employed by monarchs to sway people to make homeland more important than Church. 

Main motive as usual, was greed. Their goal was to appropriate Episcopates and 

Monasteries because of their great wealth. 

This appropriation became a primary motive to break from the Church in 16th Century. 

French and Germans led the way. In England it was the 2nd main reason to separate after 

Henry VIII's desire to divorce Catherine of Aragon. 

 

HUMANISM. This was an intellectual movement concurrent with the Renaissance.  

Had good aspects such as the return to original sources like the scriptures and the Church 

Fathers. 

On the other hand, it exalted humanity at the expense of God, almost to where grace was 

not needed. In some cases, it led to outright Paganism. Evident in Pagan themes present 

in many great works of art in Italian museums. Some examples: 

The Abduction of Proserpina by Bernini 

Apollo and Daphne by Bernini 

Both of the above can be seen at the Borghese Gallery in Rome 

Birth of Venus by Botticelli at the Uffizi Gallery in Florence 

And the Trevi Fountain which features Greek god Oceanus in Rome 

 

GENERAL LOVE OF WEALTH. Spread through Christendom by the negative example 

of Church leadership and the Nobles. It worsened by increasing opportunities in 

commerce after discovery of the New World. 

 

ATTEMPTS AT REFORM OF THE CHURCH. Every faithful Catholic, lay and 

religious, agreed that reform was greatly needed.  

Attempts made by individuals and religious Orders, but many in Church leadership 

were morally bankrupt, so nothing meaningful was achieved until Protestants separated. 

After the Protestant Revolt, reformation of the Church was spearheaded by the 

Council of Trent and future Pope St Pius V (finally a holy Pope) who was a Dominican. 

This is the same Pope who urged Christendom to pray the Rosary leading to and during 

the battle of Lepanto in 1571. 

 


