
HISTORY OF THE CHURCH   1700-1917 

LESSON X   MARIAN APPARITIONS- LENIN AND THE SOVIETS- 

 PIUS XII AND THE NAZIS 

 

                           MARIAN APPARITIONS 

Belong to realm of Private Revelation…. that means no one else is obligated to believe 

General Revelation is different…All believers are obligated to believe 

It consists of Scripture and Apostolic Authority (Magisterium) 

General Revelation ended with the death of the last Apostle (St John) 

 

                       CONCERNING MARIAN APPARITIONS 

The Church is always skeptical at first (purity of motives must be ascertained) 

Apparition must be consistent with Church teaching…. Scripture must no be contradicted 

It must bear much fruit (conversions, changed lives for Christ) 

Sometimes miracles are involved (such as in Lourdes, where 100's of miracles claimed) 

In Lourdes, the Church instituted a Medical Bureau in 1883. To rule out explainable 

cures, the Bureau uses x rays, biopsies, CT scans and blood tests to process cures 

Approximately 60 cures have been deemed miraculous by the Church 

 

                          OUR LADY OF GUADALUPE 

Appeared to Juan Diego in 1531 (when Henry VIII was breaking with the Church) 

For 40 years the Spaniards had failed to gain significant number of conversions 

Within 10 years of appearing, 9 million natives were baptized into the Church 

                                   TO THE NATIVES 

She overshadowed their sun-god (she was obviously greater) 

She stood over a black moon, which to Aztecs was the symbol of Mexico 

The cross on her neck showed she belongs to the Spaniard God 

Her prayerful pose indicates she is not a goddess, but she is obviously Royal 

                        SIGNIFICANT FACTORS 

The tilma is made of maguey plant. It normally lasts 20-40 yrs before falling apart 

The image is now nearly 500 yrs old and still fresh. No explanation can be given                     

Our Lady's eyes reflect like those of a person instead of a painting 

2500x magnification of the eyes reveals human images like those at the unveiling 

In 1921 a bomb planted under her image exploded, shattering marble, and as if the Lord 

was protecting his mother, the crucifix by the image was warped, but Our Lady was left 

intact. Even the glass covering the image was not broken 

 

        VLADIMIR LENIN AND THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION 

Lenin (d.1924) was heavily influenced by Karl Marx, who had written the 

 Communist Manifesto in 1848. The Manifesto presented itself as the solution to 

 class struggles between the rich and the poor in a Capitalistic society 

In 1917, Czar Nicholas II, as head of the Russian Army, was enduring devastating losses 

in battle, which made him seem weak. The Socialists took advantage and staged an 

overthrow of the Czar. After Russia withdrew from WWI, Lenin and the Soviets staged a 

second Revolution. Lenin had a more radical agenda than the Socialists. He envisioned a 

classless society under Communism. He and the Soviets took control of Russia in 1918 
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EFFECTS OF COMMUNISM ON CHRISTIANITY  (RUSSIAN ORTHODOX ) 

Appropriated all Church property in 1918. Thousands of churches and seminaries closed 

Schools propagated atheistic belief and ridiculed Christianity 

The most severe persecution occurred in the 1920's and 1930's, just as in Mexico and 

Spain. This was no coincidence, the French Revolution had provided the template 

Estimates are difficult to assess, but at least 100,000 clerics were martyred 

During WWII, in 1941, Hitler invaded Russia. Stalin then reinstated the Orthodox 

Church but his vested interest was not in Christianity. He only wanted to promote 

patriotism to combat the Nazis 

It was not until the demise of the Soviet Union in 1991 that the Church made a vigorous 

return. Presently, Orthodox and Catholics are in dialogue to heal the wounds of 1054 

 

                    PIUS  XII (1939-1958)  AND THE NAZIS 

Born Eugenio Pacelli, Pius was Secretary of State for Pope Pius XI (d.1939) 

As Secretary, he authored the encyclical "With Burning Concern" in 1937 

It was a scathing attack on Nazism 

It was smuggled into Germany and read from the pulpits on Palm Sunday 1937 

The encyclical denounced Nazi Neopaganism 

It denounced the Nazi myth of blood and soil, which idealized the Nazi version of the 

ideal German 

It called Hitler a "mad prophet possessed of repulsive arrogance" 

The Nazis (more than a year from their attack against Jews on Crystal Night 

 in Nov 1938) unleashed a vindictive attack against the Church and its clergy 

 

             CARDINAL  PACELLI  ELECTED POPE PIUS XII  IN 1939 

Pius learned from the above experience, and as Pope he sought to work behind the scenes 

against Communism and Nazism. He was weary of exposing the most vulnerable under 

the Communist and Nazi regimes 

It is estimated that he was instrumental in saving as many as 800,000 Jews 

In 1944, he sent a telegram to the ruler of Hungary to prevent the deportation 

 of 800,000 Jews. The deportation was averted (that alone matches the above figure) 

 

           HIS EFFECT UNDER NAZI OCCUPATION OF ROME 

It is believed that approximately 80% of Jews were sacrificed in Nazi occupied lands 

but in Rome and Italy under the Nazis, approximately 80% of Jews were saved 

Pius employed many means and monetary resources to accomplish such a feat 

Monasteries, convents and churches were used as hiding places 

But also baptismal certificates to protect Jewish children in heroic Catholic homes 

His holiness and generosity so touched the Chief Rabbi of Rome (Israel Zolli) that Zolli 

investigated the truth of Catholicism and he converted after the war 

Zolli took Eugenio as his Baptism name in honor of the Pope 

Upon Pius XII death in 1958, Israel Prime Minister Golda Meir publicly honored him 

But even while alive such luminaries as Albert Einstein and Rabbi Isaac Herzog 

recognized his efforts on behalf of the Jews. 


