


Rev. Msgr. Henry Francis Fawcett 

Rev. Msgr. Henry Francis Fawcett 
(Father Frank) 

Henry Francis Fawcett, the son of Roy and 
Gladys Fawcett, was born in San Diego on 
August 4, 1934. Roy was from Ireland and 
Gladys was born and raised in Michigan. There 
were five children in the Fawcett family, but 
three boys died in early infancy. Father Frank's 
sister Roberta has worked in Catholic education 
as teacher and principal for most of her life. She 
now lives in San Jose, California. 

Francis, as his mother called him, was raised in 
Brawley, in the Imperial Valley of California. He 
attended Sacred Heart Parish School for the first 
through eighth grades and Brawley High School, 
graduating in the class of 1953. 

Inspired by priests chat had served as pastors and 
assistant pastors at his parish, Frank Fawcett 
entered St. Francis Seminary in the fall of 1953 
for college studies at the University of San 
Diego. After two years of college courses, he 
studied philosophy and theology at Immaculate 
Heart Seminary, the major seminary for the 
Diocese of San Diego; this seminary no longer 
exists. 

Beset by doubt as to whether he was truly being 
called to serve as a priest, he cook a leave of 
absence from the seminary and served in the 
Army from 1960 until 1963. He served as a 
language specialist for the National Security 
Agency and was posted to Ankara, Turkey. 
During his years in Turkey, he seized every 
opportunity he could to tour cities and regions 
of Turkey and Greece. Prayer, reflection and 
spiritual direction during his years in the Army 
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convinced him that he did have a vocation to the 
priesthood and he re-entered the seminary in 
January 1963. 

Father Frank was ordained a priest on March 19, 
1964 by Bishop Charles F. Buddy, the first 
Bishop of San Diego. His first assignment was as 
Associate Pastor at St. James Parish in Del Mar 
(now located in Solana Beach). He taught 
religion and history and was an academic coun
selor at USD High School from 1966 to 1970. 
During this time he also attended classes at 
USD, completing his college requirements for an 
B.A. degree. 

Bishop Leo T. Maher, Bishop of San Diego from 
1969 to 1990, directed Father Frank to develop a 
formation program for the Permanent 
Diaconate, and he served as director of this 
program from 1970 until 1975. Also during this 
time he directed the diocesan high-school
seminary program and served as Vice-Rector of 
St. Francis Seminary. Due to the serious illness 
of the Seminary Rector, Father Frank was the de
facto Rector. He was also charged with serving 
as Personnel Director of Priests for the San 
Diego Diocese. 

Bishop Maher was a firm believer in the ad
vanced education of the priests and he offered 
Father Frank the opportunity to attend the 
Gregorian University in Rome from 1975 to 
1977, earning a Licentiate in Sacred Theology 
with an emphasis in spirituality. 

Upon his return to the Diocese, Father Frank 
served as rector of St. Francis Seminary from 
1977 to 1984. During this period he also served 
as Dean of the University Deanery and as Presi
dent of the Priests' Senate. Bishop Maher also 
assigned Father Frank to develop a program for 
the ongoing education of priests. This led to one 
of the most challenging and satisfying ministries 
of his priesthood. 
While looking into programs for the ongoing 
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education of priests, Father Frank met Fr. 
Vincent Dwyer, a Trappist monk, who was 
teaching at the University of Notre Dame. Fr. 
Dwyer had developed a "Ministry to Priests" 
program which immediately captured the inter
est of Father Frank. This program is based on 
the rich heritage of the Church, and is rooted in 
the ministry and writings of the early "Fathers of 
the Church." Father Frank introduced it to the 
priests of San Diego and it has provided a basis 
of spirituality and support for many priests of 
the Diocese some of whom continue to partici
pate in priest support groups to the present. 
Father Frank was invited to introduce this 
program to groups of priests in Tucson, several 
dioceses in Canada and in Australia. 

Based on his experience as a soldier, Father Frank 
saw the importance of the chaplains who serve 
the Armed Forces. He served as a chaplain in 
the California National Guard and later in the 
Air Force Reserve. He retired in 1993 with the 
rank of Lieutenant Colonel. 

In recognition of his service to the Church of 
San Diego, in 1980 Pope John Paul II appointed 
Father Frank as a Domestic Prelate which carries 
with it the tide of "Reverend Monsignor." 

On February 4, 1984, Rev. Msgr. Henry Francis 
Fawcett was assigned to serve as Pastor of Our 
Lady of Mount Carmel Parish. Shortly after 
becoming pastor Father Frank (as he prefers to 
be called) introduced the parish to the concept 
of Sacrificial Giving. This has served as the 
foundation of the spirituality and ministry of the 
parish since May of 1984. As he explained it 
then and has repeated at least once each year, 
"Everything we have received is a gift from God. 
The air we breathe, the time we have on this 
earth, our talents: All is gift. In recognition of 
this reality, we are invited to respond to these 
gifts and return a portion of them to God. After 
prayerfully reflecting on what we have received, 
we make a decision on how we will use our 
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